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Kano Jigiro (1860-1938), founder of the Olympic
Movement in Japan, 
first Japanese member of the International 
Olympic Committee (1909-1938)
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Kano in 1912

“I want martial arts and athletics to develop hand in 
hand. Despite their differences, both have the same 
aim of strengthening body and mind. Therefore, I 
support the inclusion of judo and kendo into the 
Olympic competitions of the west, and I will work for 
the idea of bringing bushido into the philosophy and 
practice of Olympic sport.”
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Carl Diem and „Reichstrainer“ (athletics coach) Josef Waitzer with their hosts in Japan (1929)
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Carl Diem during his visit in Japan in 1955



Count Michimasa Soyeshima
(IOC-member 1934-1948)

Dr. Matsuzo Nagai
(IOC-member 1939-1950)
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Plan of the Olympic stadium and Olympic area in Tokyo 1940
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Olympic Museum, 
Tokyo 2019
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Lord Burghley (Marquis of Exeter) (left), Vice
president of the IOC and chief of the OK of the
London Games of 1948, with King George VI, 
at the opening of the Olympic Games in 
London 1948,
lacking Germany and Japan

IOC president Avery Brundage with Karl Ritter von Halt, 
IOC member of Germany, and Sigfrid Edström, former
IOC president
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General MacArthur und Kaiser Hirohito
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Japanese Olympic gymnasts at 
the Games of Munich 1972 
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Welcome 
Tokyo 
2020


