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Origin of Heki-ryu Kyiujutsu : Concerning Shigekata Yoshida and His Ancestor
INAZAWA Yuko

Heki-rya is one of the Japanese archery (Kyajutsu) schools. Heki-ryi was founded in the
Muromachi Period and its leaders were as follows, the founder, Shigekata Yoshida, Shigemasa
Yoshida, Yoshikata Sasaki, Shigetaka Yoshida, Shigetsuna Yoshida, Shigeuji Yoshida, Toyotaka
Yoshida and the following persons with Toyotaka. The head family of Heki-rya is the Yoshida
family in Kawamori (modern Shiga Prefecture). Shigeuji founded a Heki-ryi faction called Insai-
ha in the Edo Period and created such new branch families as the Yoshida family in the domain of
Ashimori (modern Okayama Prefecture).

The Yoshida family of the Ashimori clan had old documents about the origin of Heki-rya. There
were two different stories in them. One was that Danjo Heki initiated Shigekata into the shooting
method. This is the same as the introduction of Heki-rya in Bugei-shoden. The other was that Danjo
was another name of Shigekata, who was the lord of the castle in Kawamori with his brother,
Shigeoki Yoshida. The documents containing this story were handed down confidentially.

The Yoshida family in Kawamori had the family tree beginning with the ancestor of Shigekata,
Kanehide Sasaki. The lineage included three generations: Yasuhide, Hidehiro, and Shigekata. The
son of Kanehide, Yasuhide, was the lord of Yoshida Castle in Izumo-no-kuni (modern Shimane
Prefecture). He lived in Yoshida-shd, a manor in Izumo-no-kuni, and the family became known
as Sasaki-Yoshida. Hidehiro was the head of the Yoshida family before Shigekata moved it to
Kawamori. Shigekata was the lord of Nodera castle in Kawamori.

Kanehide was the son of Hideyoshi Sasaki who served Yoritomo Minamoto according to the study
of Sasaki clan. The Sasaki family was assumed to be excellent archers because Hideyoshi and his
sons were brave soldiers. The Sasaki-Yoshida family may have created an original shooting method
which developed into Heki-rya. The relationship between the Sasaki-Yoshida family and Heki-rya
will be discussed in another article.
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