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The Dawn of Olympics Broadcasting — Radio and the 1924 Olympics —

WAKITA Yasuko (Sugiyama Jogakuen University)

Abstract

The 2012 London Olympics were a great turning point in modern Olympic history, giving birth to
the terms “Digital Olympics” and “Socialympics” due to the effective merging of the Internet with
conventional broadcasting in the coverage of the event.

The present paper begins with an examination of how the Olympics were initially covered by the
media, especially up to the first decade of the 20th century mainly inprint media. At the time, the
word “media” was largely synonymous with “press”, as the print media — which literally used press
machines to create their product — had no real rivals as sources of information for the vast majority
of people. The earliest popular views of the Olympics were thus determined by print media’s cover-
age. Next, the paper proceeds to a discussion of the ways in which the very first form of broadcast-
ing, radio, was initially perceived in the West, especially France and Britain, as a feasible medium
for sports coverage. Particular attention is given here to Britain, where sports occupied a surpris-
ingly prominent place in radio broadcasting even in the latter’s earliest years, on par with coverage
of such “serious” matters as the weather and the doings of the royal family.

The paper’'s main and final section is a consideration of a specific example of the close historical
relationship between the Olympics and broadcasting, namely radio coverage of the 1924 Games. It
focuses on the coverage in France, with the brilliant activity of Edmond Dehorter, the first radio
sports reporter in that country.

In the course of the above discussions, this paper attempts to demonstrate how a detailed exami-
nation of the history of sports and media will reveal that the essence and significance of the close
relationship between the Olympic Games and broadcasting can be found as far back as the earliest
days of radio, a period which only not witnessed the dawn of Olympics broadcasting but also had
significant parallels with the present, which is experiencing the “dawn” of yet another powerful and
influential form of media — social media — and the latter’s rapidly expanding role in information dis-
semination.
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ACBEOEMmMERL, ERICE-7,
1647 E» 6EF28A (9 BLEMEILA) 25H
L. ABHUER 2 8o 72,
http://www.olympic.org/fr/chamonix-
1924-olympiques-hiver

(FRHBE20134E 5 A10H)
BBCIZ1932FE a4~ ¥V A A LEIZ T Y
TWMEDFFRE RGO/, 245F /) R
BIZOWTL, dVIZCHFESINZL D%
WV, ELTWaA, JETICHHEOEEE N XE
£ (The British Library) &®— 4= 0
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wiki/File:Antenne tour Eiffel 1914,
jpg?uselang=fr

(& H201342 5 H25H)
WENOEFM D 19245206 F - 72,
R - Ty Tz VEDT, Yy FIIVALR
BERICH 57 =) TOE

37)

38)

39)

40)

41)

42)

43)

44)

45)

E2IMREIRBEBIZ BT LY - =T
yoEE R ooy s AfER (RE
50) AT BEE L /2,
BT [AR— Y REOFER L L= —4
VT 7 AKe] BB RERERERESE
ALRgeR [ 274 7 &tt& ] % 4 5p.17.
20124F
2014 o> @15 B E AT &+ 5L 8% L 72 The
National Valve Museum® Fx— AX—T XL
h
http://www.r-type.org/articles/art-032.
htm
(Fe#%E20134E 5 H20H)
ZAEHITE & Mk DFEE DM EHEN O 5
N7zo EEOSFRRICED S EFEDRILHH%
[ F) Ak R4 (British Broadcasting
Corporation) | ~OHMMEAH IX19274,
18374E 1218/ TR ERAM&RIZIE, [EELE
DFEa—] HEEVH)RBLLELRL T
%o “The Royal Actress's Debut”,
in London, 25 November 1837, p.187
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1921-1944, Documentation francaise, 1994,
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