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Abstract

It can no longer be believed that the Greeks were unique in their agonal spirit. Many scholars ar-
gue that competition is typical of ancient societies. The purpose of this paper is to examine sport in
the Mycenaean civilization. However, it is necessary to clarify whether the Minoans influenced the
Mycenaean sports.

Minoan civilization

The Minoans mainly practiced bull leaping and boxing. Bull leaping in particular was the most
popular sport among the Minoans. The noble participants had to leap over bulls. Though it is sup-
posed that the bull leaping is, like boxing, a kind of competitive sport, there is no certain evidence.
On the other hand, the boxers weared a metal helmet protecting the head and face. The purpose of
this dangerous boxing is uncertain. We cannot clearly decide whether the boxing and bull leaping
are initiation ritual, or secular activity. Some scholars believe that the Minoan sport influenced the
Myceaean and Greek sports. The Mycenaeans adopted only the bull sport. The helmeted boxers and
bull leaping are unknown in Greek art.

Mycenaean civilization

Many archaeological evidences confirm the existence of horse-drawn chariots in the ancient Near
East, but they were used in war and hunting. Although F. Starke's new interpretation of the Kikku-
i Text was accepted by a few scholars, he wrongly interpreted the Text. Hittites did not enjoy chari-
ot racing. It seems to be possibility that chariot racing was performed by the Myceaeans. However,
a few archeological evidences only suggest the sport. The issues of prizes remain unsolved. It is not
clear whether the Mycenaean chariot racing influenced Homer.

It is clear that sports were part of the funeral ceremony held in honor of the dead. It seems to be
reasonable to suppose that the Mycenaeans had funeral games with armed combat, bull leaping and
possibly chariot racing. However, some scholars argue that boxing and bull leaping are not funeral
game, but initiation ritual in the Aegean civilization. It is the present conditions that opinions about

sports in the Mycenaean civilization are argued variously because there is no certain evidence.
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K= RINGEF) O TOT I EDOMERE
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BIEMHERROI 2 7XHTIE, 7Ly EB%
FLETLIEFVITATHL I ) TABT) &
TRETHZ I 7 —F NEXWLTWZDT, &
PNZI ) T IXHD AR =I5 r — 8% 5.
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KB anTwiz, 1 N\OFE»HFOEHRO 1 F
HEFEICHRA TV LR = X2T & A EDOERNCH
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T, EM2EEETH S ),

2. BIHEREIERDY (N> FATY) v 7, BhiE
BT AE Y T$5 L9 RO [Diving
Leaper Schemal])
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2011: 8-9; Decker 2012: 14-19) BEkO“HIE [Hi )
LBk O THEBR O L ] Th o7z b,
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EDRIREDFIL L TV Do BINEOERIZO W
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S L7z & ERT 2 WE»H 5 (Younger 1995:
515-516; Crowther 2007: 35-36; Kyle 2007: 41) o
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e mfﬁ&%ﬁ@%f’ﬁ% b OMRENZ 5 72720



IR THIZBIT S AR— 5

W2y RN D v — v b SR EW IR L
Wasnh/izoThHsb9. 7272L. N.B. Crowther
(2007: 36) bigfIL TV B L HIz, 2 L& AN
HARNICBIT 2 EBOETHLEL S, Y
B, #EE SO X ) IR L Tz o FE
3 2&FE, BFETH L, DL, D. Pana-
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WG CTH Do 7 LY BIZBIT BHF R 19974E
WG R T DAY 7V THEIE S Nz REILT
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E. 7T YORATIERETH 5o HFBRU A AR —
Y OR\WELL (ein sportlich gefarbtes Ritu-
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fRid. eLEIR (2012: 16-18) THR L TH 5.
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W5 (Rollinger 1994: 46-53; Lamont 1995: 207-
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RATZAD [AV)VTA] ZBIFA/8bas7 0
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I oznizonT, FREEHITMETL SN
Tz,

BpEcEL#HE LT, U7 AN EFE CHIREK
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vy A FTIEERIN TV RN,
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HETEOFUL, KRE LTRHE SN Tw Ry,
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W. Decker (2012: 20-21) O WRFOWIETH %,
I = AR EBREI T T W 2L v )
Z ki, J. Wiesner (1968:98-99) 2L ->T¥ T
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